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Dates to  
remember

October
3....Kindness in Chalk, 1:45 p.m.
9...................Picture retake day
14............Conferences, 4-8 p.m.
16..................Two-hour late start
17-18.......MEA break, no school
21.............School board listening  
             session, 7 p.m.
23................................Unity Day
25.............Faculty Follies, 7 p.m.
28.................Fall band and choir 
             concert, 7 p.m. 
November
1....................End of first quarter
8-9, 14-15.................Fall musical

By Dr. Steven Heil
Principal

The school year started off 
with a lot of action. Students 
are busy with coursework, 
and activities and athletics are 
going strong. 

This year we have switched 
the musical and play. We will 
have the musical in the fall. The 
upcoming show is “Elf.” We are 
looking forward to the musical 
as a lead-in toward the holiday 
season.

School safety
School safety has always 

been a priority at Delano, and 
we have decided to standardize 
more of what we do. We are 

also training our students and 
staff in new procedures that 
will aide them anywhere they 
are in the world. 

One piece of information I 
found in the parent survey was 
that our parents and commu-
nity wanted more information 
about what we do for school 
safety. I will be providing 
school safety nights this fall so 
that parents and community 
members can hear about what 
we have planned for emergen-
cies.  

Please look for the school 
safety night dates in the article 
on Page 4.

One school, one schedule
One area we are working 

on for the future of Delano 
High School is moving from a 

Busy start to the new year

1

Homecoming royalty
Spencer Poll and Maria Molitor were crowned Homecoming King and Queen on Fri-
day, Sept. 20. Other members of the court on either side of the royals included, from 
left, Amelia Skartvedt, Chloe Lintvedt, Haley Vanderlinde, Mackenzie Drews, Charlotte 
Beltrand, Emmett Anderson, Brody Paul, Simon Otto, Max Otto and Chuck Campion.

Dr. Steven Heil

See Heil
Page 4
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By Paul Downer
Communications Coordinator

Two Delano High School 
seniors have been named 
Commended Students in the 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program. 

Jennifer Almquist and Chloe 
Rodriguez earned the honor 
by scoring among the top 3 
percent of more than 1.5 mil-
lion students nationally who 
entered the 2020 competition 
by taking the 2018 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test.

“Those being named Com-
mended Students have demon-
strated outstanding potential 
for academic success,” said a 
statement from the National 
Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion. “These students represent 
a valuable national resource; 
recognizing their accomplish-
ments, as well as the key role 
their schools play in their aca-
demic development, is vital to 
the advancement of education-
al excellence in our nation.”

Dr. Steve Heil, principal 
of Delano High School, said 
Commended Students are 
recognized by colleges and 
companies across the world, 
and many offer scholarships or 
incentives to those students.

“Both students should be 
very proud of their accom-
plishment,” Heil said. “It shows 
a level of high achievement 
after years of hard work.”

While in rare company, 
Commended Students do not 
continue in the competition for 
National Merit scholarships, as 
semifinalists do.

Jennifer Almquist
Almquist is no stranger 

to academic success, having 
earned the Yale Book Award as 
the top member of her junior 
class last spring. Still, she said 
that while she knew her PSAT 
score was in the range for rec-
ognition, the actual announce-
ment came as a surprise.

“It’s very exciting,” she said. 

“I was not expecting it at all 
when I got called down to the 
office.”

Almquist said her favor-
ite subject in school is math, 
though she has thoroughly 

enjoyed psychology so far 
this year. Teachers who have 
been particularly influential 
to her at Delano High School 
include Jerry Shouts and Karen 
Hohenstein. 

The main ingredients to her 
success, Almquist said, were 
hard work and time manage-
ment.

“Senior year is just as busy as 
junior year,” she said. “There’s 
no time for senior slack. I start-
ed out strong at the beginning 
of the school year and just want 
to keep it going. I don’t want to 

slow down or give up, because 
when I get into college I’m not 
going to want to let my grades 
drop.”

Almquist has not yet decid-
ed on a college, but is planning 
to apply to a handful of liberal 
arts schools in the Midwest.

Aside from school work, 
Almquist serves as the treasur-
er for National Honor Society, 
competes on the Math Team 
and dances competitively with 
the Star Seekers program.

Almquist is the daughter of 
Ken and Rhonda Almquist of 
Delano.

Chloe Rodriguez
Rodriguez, who is a post-

secondary student at Bethel 
University in St. Paul this year, 
learned that she had been 
named a Commended Student 
through a phone call from her 
mother.

“At first I didn’t believe her,” 
Rodriguez said. “I thought she 
had just read it wrong, but she 
confirmed it, so then I was 
really proud of myself.”

Rodriguez also was honored 
by the National Hispanic Rec-
ognition Program for scoring 
in approximately the top 1 

percent of Hispanic students 
nationally.

Eventually, Rodriguez 
plans to pursue a doctorate in 
astrophysics, and physics and 
mathematics have been her 
favorite classes in school.

“I really like when you can 
solve an equation and it all 
works out nicely in the end. 
You get a straightforward an-
swer,” she said.

 Like Almquist, Rodriguez 
named Shouts and Hohenstein 
as two teachers who made a 
difference for her at Delano 
High School.

“Mrs. Hohenstein was my 
chemistry teacher last year. I 
don’t plan on studying chemis-
try, but her classes were really 
intellectual and I felt chal-
lenged in them,” said Rodri-
guez. 

While Rodriguez said her 
dream college is Yale, she may 
opt to stay on at Bethel, which 
has a strong physics program 

of its own. She said the key 
to her academic success has 
been managing homework 
assignments evenly over time 
so deadlines don’t become 
insurmountable.

What advice does she have 
for her fellow students?

“Study what interests you 
because you’re going to be 
more motivated to learn,” she 
said.

Aside from academics, 
Rodriguez ran cross country 
in Delano for seven years, and 
now plays rugby on a club team 
in Hopkins. 

She is the daughter of Mario 
and Emilee Rodriguez of 
Delano.

Almquist, Rodriguez earn honors
Pair named Commended Students in National Merit program

Jennifer Almquist, left, and Chloe Rodriguez scored 
among the top 3 percent of students nationally on the 
PSAT exam.

‘These students 
represent a  

valuable national 
resource.’

National Merit  
Scholarship  
Corporation

‘It shows a level 
of achievement 
after years of 
hard work.’
Dr. Steve Heil
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By Tina Prior
District Nurse

How do you decide when 
your child should stay home 
from school if they are not feel-
ing well?

• As a 
general rule, 
if a child has a 
fever of or over 
100 degrees F, 
is vomiting or 
has diarrhea, 
they should 
stay home for 
24 hours after symptoms have 
resolved without the use of 
medication. 

• If a child has any rash that 
might be disease related or you 
don’t know the cause, check 
with your primary physician 
before sending your child to 
school. 

• If your child has started on 
antibiotics for any reason, keep 
them at home until they’ve had 
a full 24 hours of medication.

If your child is ill, please 
call their school daily to report 
illness.

If you have questions about 
these guidelines or you’d like 
more information on a specific 
illness, feel free to call your 
building nurse.

Other health tips
• Make soap and water, along 

with hand sanitizer, your new 
best flu-fighting friends, and use 
them often to wash your hands.

• Cover your mouth or raise 
your arm and sneeze into your 
sleeve or elbow.

• Don’t give germs the chance 
to jump from place to place. 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth when possible.

• It’s harder for germs to 
infect a healthy body. Take care 
of yourself by eating healthy, 
getting enough sleep, and exer-
cising regularly.

•  Make sure to get a flu shot.

When to 
keep kids 
home from 
school

Tina PriorNew DHS staff
New staff members at the high school this year include, front row from left, Breeze 
Bestland (language arts), Megan Hovick (special education) and Katie Larson 
(counselor). In the back row, from left, are Kaitlyn Krismer (math), Kaitlin Pear 
(special education), Melissa Baker (Spanish) and Carrie Wittenberg (physical ed-
ucation). 

By Dr. Steve Heil
Principal

School safety and security 
is a top priority for the staff at 
Delano High School. 

Prior to and during our 
construction, the high school 
administration was working 
and is continuing to work 
with various outside agencies 
in order to ensure our safety 
and security procedures are 
up-to-date and applicable to 
the current atmosphere in the 
United States. 

Delano High School is 
unique in that we are open 

from 5 a.m. until 10 p.m. most 
nights. We have many com-
munity members and families 
involved in school activities, 
who use our fitness facilities, 
and who celebrate the gifts 
and talents that our students 
showcase in their activities 
and athletics. This highlights 
the need to prioritize safety 
and security.

Information nights
I am inviting parents and 

community members to our 
School Safety and Security 
Nights, where you can learn 
about our safety and security 

measures and procedures. 
This presentation has 

resulted from conversations 
with parents and community 
members, as well as survey 
data, indicating that individ-
uals would like to know what 
we do as a school for safety 
and security. 

Meetings will be held on 
two evenings:

• Monday, Oct. 14, at 5 and 
7 p.m. in the PAC.

• Tuesday, Oct. 15, at 6 p.m. 
in the PAC.

I look forward to speaking 
with you about our processes.

School Safety nights Oct. 14-15
Learn about school’s security measures

two-schedule system to a one-schedule system. 
We are in the process of working with staff 
members right now and will reveal the new 

schedule later this school year once we work all 
the details out. Our goal is to provide a more 
robust system to help students achieve their 
academic best.

I look forward to this school year and seeing 
all the accomplishments of our students, both 
inside and outside of the classroom.  

Heil
from Page 1



5

Friends from abroad
Foreign exchange students at DHS this fall include, from left, Nova Haase (Germa-
ny), Jan Hoffmann (Germany), Manuel Vega Seco (Spain) Pablo Lacampagne Diez 
(Spain) and Berit Pape (Germany).

Delano Public Schools will 
conduct its annual clothing 
drive for veterans in need again 
this year.

The drive will begin on 
Monday, Oct. 21, and will end 
on Veterans Day, Monday, Nov. 
11. All donated items must be 
newly purchased. 

This year the Delano com-
munity will continue to sup-
port veterans who are hospital-
ized at the St. Cloud Veterans 
Affairs Hospital. In addition, 
proceeds will also support the 
Eagle’s Healing Nest, located in 
Sauk Rapids and Anoka.

The St. Cloud VA Hospital 
supports hospitalized veterans, 
many of whom are homeless 
at admission. The veterans 
typically are hospitalized for 60 
to 80 days. When they are well 
enough for discharge, the hos-
pital staff works to ensure that 
their basic needs are met. 

The mission of the Eagle’s 
Healing Nest is to provide 
assistance with healing the in-
visible wounds of war. The Nest 
provides support for veterans 
struggling with Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder; staff members 
work to address their imme-
diate needs and then assist 
veterans with their transition 
back into the civilian world 
and their families.

Please consider donating the 
following items.

For men: Socks, boxers, 
undershirts, pajama pants, 
T-shirts, sweatpants or sweat-
shirts, jeans (waist 30-36, 
length 30-34), winter boots 
(size 9 -14), slippers and winter 
coats, hats and gloves.

For women: Socks, under-
wear, pajamas, shirts, sweat-
pants, jeans of any size, winter 
boots, hats and gloves, and 
slippers with rubber bottoms.

If you would like to make a 
monetary donation, collected 
funds will be used to purchase 
winter boots.  

Make your check payable 
to Delano Public Schools, and 
note “veterans clothing drive” 
in the memo.

Drive for 
vets returns

Delano Elementary School 
will host a free speaking event 
featuring Rob Winker and 
Amy Lou Anderson of Play-
more and Prosper from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 5.

The speakers are sponsored 
by a grant from the United 
Way, and will deliver their 
message in the school cafete-
ria.

Parents, educators and 
community members who 
work with children and teens 
are encouraged to attend. Free 
childcare and CEUs will be 
available.

Defeating anxiety
It is very important to bring 

the body and mind together to 
heal anxiety. 

Anxiety is prevalent among 
kids and teens, yet it is under 
identified, and under treated. 
It is vital to empower youth 
with strategies for coping with 
anxiety. 

Play therapy and pediatric 
occupational therapy combine 
wonderfully to offer practical 
mind and body strategies for 

dealing with anxiety. 
The presentation will offer 

several strategies parents, 
teachers and kids can immedi-
ately implement in their lives. 
The strategies will range from 
general regulation and calm-
ing practices to specific mind-

body strategies for overcoming 
and defeating anxiety.

Winker has his master’s 
degree in counseling psychol-
ogy and is credentialed as a 
registered play therapist.

Anderson, OTR/L, is a pe-
diatric occupational therapist.

Speakers to address anxiety

Rob Winker, along with Amy Lou Anderson, will offer 
coping strategies for dealing with anxiety on Nov. 5.
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By Steven Schauberger
Assistant Principal

Greetings, from Delano 
High School! It is wonderful to 
see our students, parents and 
staff back at school.

The building (brick, mortar 
and technology) is awesome, 
and so are our custodians and 
volunteers. But when you fill it 
with people working together 
as a team -- that is what makes 
it a school.

Keys to success
The key ingredient to 

maintaining success with our 
students is a balance of the 
four A’s: academics, activities, 
attendance and attitude. 

If we work hard at all of 
these, then we obtain the “fifth 
A,” which is achievement.

Academics is job No. 1. We 

collaborate with families to 
help students succeed in both 
content knowledge and in ob-
taining life-long learning skills. 

Attendance is more than just 
being here. It’s defined as doing 
your best every day to make an 
impact and a difference. 

Activities engage our 
students to demonstrate their 
leadership skills, along with 
refining and showcasing their 
talents. 

A positive attitude is the re-
quired glue to hold everything 
else together. We teach our 
students that an “I can” attitude 
develops exponentially when 
we learn from our mistakes. 
Never waste the precious gifts 
of time and resources!

Traffic and parking
On a side note, it’s been a 

wonderful start to parking 

at DHS! The lots have been 
repainted, more visitor parking 
is available and students are 
practicing safe driving habits. 

Please be mindful of our 
students and staff as you drop 
off or pick up your student 

before or after school via the 
circle lanes. Please slow down 
and observe the crosswalks 
while using your signal lights 
to change lanes.

Wellness update
Finally, the DHS Student 

Wellness Committee is looking 
for students in grades 7-12 
to serve with this important 
group that meets once per 
month. 

Please encourage your child 
to join and make an impact in 
the areas of school nutrition, 
health education, and physical 
and mental well-being activi-
ties at our school. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
me at 763-972-3365, ext. 1703.

Thank you for being a 
partner in your student’s total 
school experience. Together we 
are better!

Four ‘As’ lead to student success

Steven Schauberger

By Elise Boleman  
and Katie Larson
DHS Counselors

October is College Knowl-
edge Month! This is a state-
wide initiative to help Minne-
sota residents learn more about 
Minnesota’s state colleges and 
universities. 

For the month of October, 
most Minnesota state col-
leges and universities will be 
waiving their application fees 
for students who submit an 
application by Nov. 1. For some 
colleges, the fee is waived the 
last week of October. For more 
information, please visit the 
Minnesota College Knowledge 
Month website at  
www.minnstate.edu/college 
knowledge/ and see  
http://bit.ly/ColKnowInfo. 

• During College Knowledge 
Month, students and staff are 
invited to participate in Col-
lege-Wear Wednesdays! Wear 
your college gear to promote 

post-secondary education. 
• The Minnesota Nation-

al College Fair is coming up 

Wednesday, Oct. 2 (9 a.m. 
to noon and 5 to 8 p.m.) and 
Thursday, Oct. 3, from 9 a.m. 

to noon at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center.

Entrance to the fair is 
FREE and includes a variety 
of workshops for financial aid, 
college essay writing tips, col-
lege readiness, the admissions 
process, and more. To register 
for the fair, view the workshop 
schedule, and see a list of par-
ticipating colleges, see  
http://bit.ly/ColFairMN19. 

• The PSAT/NMQST is 
coming up on Wednesday, Oct. 
16. The test is generally geared 
towards 11th-graders. How-
ever, ninth- and 10th-grade 
students are welcome to take 
it as well. If you would like to 
register, please bring a check to 
the main office for $17 by Fri-
day, Oct. 4, with the student’s 
name in the memo line. 

ACT prep classes start Tues-
day, Oct. 1! Please see http://
bit.ly/ACTprepDelano for more 
information on how to register!

Counselor Corner
October is College Knowledge Month

Elise Boleman

Serves: Grades 7-12  
Last names A-L
Experience: Year 3 at DHS; 
Year 5 as a school counselor
Education: B.S. from MSU, 
Mankato in Corrections and 
Sociology; M.S. from MSU, 
Mankato in Counseling and 
Student Personnel

Serves: Grades 7-12  
Last names M-Z
Experience: Year 1 at DHS; 
Year 5 as a school counselor 
Education: B.A. from Bethel 
University in Psychology; M.A. 
from Adler Graduate School in 
School Counseling

Katie Larson
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By Paul Downer
Communications Coordinator

A new program at Delano 
High School aims to build 
relationships among students 
with and without intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 
this year.

“We have a wonderful spe-
cial ed. program in Delano, but 
these kids sometimes get left 
out when it comes to inviting 
them to football games or 
social events at the school,” said 
Darlene Sundheim, a parapro-
fessional at Delano Elementary 
School who learned about the 
Best Buddies International or-
ganization last year and saw an 
opportunity to benefit students 
in Delano.

Sundheim worked with 
DES Principal Darren Schuler, 
his wife, Jennifer, and his son, 
Sam, to support the organiza-
tion’s presence in Minnesota 
last fall, and the plan is to 
start a chapter at DHS this 
year. DHS math teacher Lydia 
Wissink and special ed. teacher 
Julie Semeizer will oversee the 
group, which will be run by 
junior student Bridget Sund-
heim, Darlene’s daughter, along 
with other student leaders.

Wissink and Bridget Sund-
heim attended a Best Buddies 
leadership conference at In-
diana University this summer 
to lay the groundwork for 
Delano’s chapter.

“I think it will take off,” 
Bridget Sundheim said. “Del-
ano already has such a good 
community when it comes to 
getting everybody involved.”

Best Buddies
The Best Buddies organi-

zation originated with Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver in the 1960s, 
and like Special Olympics 
exists to break down barri-
ers between those with and 
without disabilities. Students 
are paired up and get together 
for at least one group event and 
one unstructured event per 
month, and communicate with 
their buddy on a regular basis – 
at least once a week. 

“It’s very similar to adapted 
basketball or adapted bowling, 
but this is focused on friend-
ships and building relation-
ships,” said Wissink. “We’ll do 
a lot of different activities. We’ll 
maybe do a Halloween party, 
or decorate cookies, or go to a 
hockey game together. We’ll all 
do things together, and then 
the buddies can go to a movie 
together or do different things 

that you would do with your 
friends anyway. You just do it 
with your buddy, and that way 
they can do something they 
might not normally be includ-
ed in. It’s all about becoming 
friends and realizing that all 
people have a right to explore, 
express and find their gifts and 
purpose.”

The Best Buddies organi-
zation is found in all 50 states 
and in 53 countries world-
wide. Beyond high school, the 
organization also has programs 
for employment, leadership 
development and independent 
living.

“It teaches kids life skills so 
they can go out and be produc-

tive. So this is the first step to 
a long (opportunity) that Best 
Buddies offers all through the 
world,” Darlene Sundheim said.

 
Getting started

While the vision has been 
cast, Bridget Sundheim and 
the assisting faculty are now 
in the recruiting stage to get 
the chapter established. Most 
importantly, students with 
and without disabilities need 
to sign up. Information was 
shared at the high school open 
house, and letters have been 
shared with families in the 
special education program. A 
first group event was held on 
Monday, Sept. 23.

“Basically, it is student-run,” 
said Semeizer. “Lydia and I, 
once we get it off the ground, 
will step back and Bridget, 
along with some other student 
officers, will run it. We just 
oversee it. This is for any dis-
ability area and any level, from 
significant needs to maybe just 
a little bit of social need.”

Over time, it’s possible the 
Best Buddies program will flow 
down into the intermediate 
and elementary schools, but 
for now the focus will be on 
establishing the high school 
program. To accomplish that, 
Wissink and Semeizer said they 
are seeking community dona-
tions to help cover expenses 
for outings and transportation, 

along with chapter dues. Those 
dues give the local group a 
Best Buddies staff contact who 
provides materials and answers 
questions, provides access to a 
wealth of resources, and covers 
the cost of a student’s atten-
dance at a leadership event.

“We don’t want to ask our 
students to do any fundraising 
individually. So we’re going to 
do it all on our end and do it 
through sponsorships,” said 
Wissink. “If anyone would like 
to donate, we would love it.”

Even more important, in 
the short term, is developing 
enough participation from the 
student body to proceed. Those 
of all interests and abilities are 
welcome.

“We need students,” said 
Bridget Sundheim. “For kids in 
NHS, this is a good way to get 
hours.”

“The beautiful thing is that 
there is no requirement to be 
part of it,” said Wissink. “If you 
can be a friend, that’s all there 
is to it. You don’t have to like 
basketball or have a certain 
grade point average. It’s open to 
everybody. We just want people 
to be involved, to make friend-
ships and be inclusive.”

For more information, con-
tact Wissink at lydia.wissink@
delanoschools.org or Semeizer 
at julie.semeizer@delano-
schools.org. 

Best Buddies program builds bridges

The Best Buddies group held its first get-together on Monday, Sept. 23. The evening 
in the Digital Commons included board games and popcorn.

‘If you can be a 
friend, that’s all 
there is to it.’
Lydia Wissink
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‘Aladdin Jr.’
About 40 students in grades five 

through eight performed ‘Disney’s 
Aladdin Jr.’ Sept. 5-7. Large crowds 
were reported for each of the three  
performances, and students, some  

of whom were participating in a school 
play for the first time, said they  

enjoyed the opportunity to bond with 
their classmates in a common effort.  
The production was directed by DIS 
sixth-grade teacher Natalie Palmer, 

who received help from a large number 
of high school drama students.

September Showcase
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While most high school 
students are thinking about 
classes and extracurriculars, 
CEO students are thinking 
about what it looks like to start 
and run their own personal 
businesses. 

Two students from Delano 
High School are among the 
CEO participants this year. The 
program began in 2017 and is 
based at the Wright Technical 
Center in Buffalo.

The program is the first in a 
series of steps to help cultivate 
real life skills in students and 
to cultivate a community of 
skilled young business leaders.

CEO stands for Creating 
Entrepreneurial Opportuni-
ties. It is a year-long, experi-
ential learning-based course, 
designed to utilize partnerships 
in the community and provide 
an overview of business pro-
cesses and development. 

Throughout the program 
year, students visit local busi-
nesses, learn from guest speak-
ers, participate in operating a 

class business, write a business 
plan, and, from concept to 
reality, build their own legal, 
functioning entity. 

Grappling with real-life 
challenges has proven to 
develop young people who are 
leaders and problem solvers, 
and the experience gives stu-

dents a new perspective on the 
opportunity that their commu-
nity holds. 

The Midland Institute for 
Entrepreneurship and Wright 
Technical Center firmly believe 
that 21st century skills like 
problem-solving, teamwork, 
self-motivation, responsibility, 

higher-order thinking, com-
munication and inquiry should 
be at the heart of each student’s 
development throughout this 
program. 

Want to get involved? CEO 
classes are open to the com-
munity. Visit WrightTechCEO.
com to contact the facilitator.

Two DHS students are among the CEO program participants this year.

CEO students gain business mindset

Last year members of the 
Delano School Board began 
hosting periodic “listening 
sessions” to discuss mat-
ters of interest with district 
residents. 

Listening sessions are not 
formal meetings, and open 
discussion about the eve-
ning’s subjects is encouraged 
within pre-determined time 
limits. Members of the public 
are welcome to come and 
share comments, questions 
and suggestions. 

Two or three board mem-
bers, along with appropriate 
school staff, attend each 
session to share information 
and hear feedback. No official 
action is taken at the ses-
sions, but feedback is shared 

with the entire board to in-
form members as they make 
decisions going forward. 

The next listening session 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 21, in the DHS 
media center. Topics for the 
evening will be chosen after 
a poll is sent out in the weeks 
leading up to the session, and 
will be announced prior to 
the event via school email, 
and the district’s website and 
social media channels (Face-
book and Twitter).

Topics at three listening 
sessions last year included 
safety and security, campus 
traffic, facility access and fees, 
the literacy initiative and 
student assessments.

Share feedback at 
listening sessions

Delano School Board

Sheridan Story covers food gaps
The Sheridan Story, a weekend food program, is once again 

available to DHS families this year. The non-profit’s mission is to 
fight child hunger through community and school partnerships. 

The organization strives to make a difference by focusing on 
food gaps -- the times when children aren’t at school to access 
meal programs. The Sheridan Story offers food over the weekends, 
summers and extended school breaks. 

The program is free for all families, and no qualifications are re-
quired for enrollment. No information is collected for enrollment, 
and privacy is protected for participating families. Those inter-
ested can sign up at any time during the school year, and school 
staff will discreetly place food bags in students’ lockers on Fridays 
during the school year.

Families can choose from a variety of food bags that contain 
nutritious, non-perishable food, including fruits, vegetables, pro-
teins, grains and soups or entrees. 

For more information, see https://www.thesheridanstory.org/. 
A signup form is available at http://bit.ly/SheridanDPS.

Conferences set for Oct. 14
High school conferences will be held from 4 to 8 p.m. Monday, 

Oct. 14, for all students in grades 7-12. Please note that this is a 
change from last year, when there were varying times depending 
on grade level.

Announcements
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DHS Partners in Education 
is a group of engaged district 
residents, typically parents, 
who share the common goal of 
enhancing the educational and 
extracurricular experiences of 
DHS students. 

The group holds a short 
business meeting at 6 p.m. the 
second Monday of each month 
to:

1) Raise funds and award 
grants to DHS teachers for 
non-budgetary items. Recent 
examples include child man-

nequins for CPR instruction, 
iPods for science and world 
language courses, scales for 
science courses, speakers and 
more.

2) Plan, fund and host the 
senior brunch.

3) Discuss issues of concern 
and often hear a report from 
DHS Principal Dr. Steve Heil.

4) Share experiences as high 
school parents.

Anyone who cannot attend 
the meetings but has an appre-
ciation for the DHS PIE cause 

and who would like to volun-
teer on an as-needed basis is 
welcome to consider providing 
the group with your contact in-
formation. A member will call 

when extra hands are needed. 
Whether you have taken a 

hiatus from PIE, are new to the 
district, or just newly interest-
ed in PIE’s cause, its members 
welcome you and want to 
include you in our efforts. 

For more information, con-
tact Maria Nellis at  
gmrhbnellis@yahoo.com, or 
go to www.delano.k12.mn.us 
and select “HSPIE” on the high 
school page.

Whether you have just a few hours a year or several a month, 
there is no shortage of opportunities to share your skills and inter-
ests at Delano Public Schools. Volunteers are invaluable contribu-
tors to the success of our students and make a positive impact on 
our school and community. 

Last year volunteers contributed more than 8,000 hours in a 
variety of roles, such as classroom helpers, site base committee 
members and chaperones. Not sure what role interests you? Take 

a look at the list below, and you can find additional information 
and descriptions on the Delano Schools website.

For more information, or to register as a volunteer, visit www.
delano.k12.mn.us/district/school-services/volun. If you have any 
questions, contact Volunteer Coordinators Shelley Hutchins or 
Peg Max at 763.972.3365 ext. 1912, or  
volcoord@delanoschools.org.

Support the Tigers through DHS PIE
Parents can enhance the student experience

This e-newsletter is published by District Communications Coordinator Paul Downer. 
Contact Paul at 763.972.3365, x1911, or paul.downer@delanoschools.org. 

Delano High School is located at 700 Elm Avenue E. in Delano. For more information, see  
www.delano.k12.mn.us, or find Delano Public Schools on Facebook and Twitter.

Volunteer to make a difference

Elementary 
School

Battle of the Books____
Classroom Helper____
Coborn’s Labels for Learning____
DI Team Manager____
Drama Assistant____
Elementary Art Show____
Elementary Office Helper____
ES Site Base Team____
Field Trips____
Hearing & Vision Screening____
Imagination Fair____
Media Center Helper____
Project Judges____
Publishing Center____
Talent Development Assistants____
Volunteer On Call____
PIE Volunteer Opportunities
APEX Fun Run____

Back to School Movie Night____
Dairy Queen Night____
Fall Concession stand____
Memory Book____
Teacher/Staff Appreciation____
Tiger Dash and 5K Run____
Tiger Fun Fair____

Intermediate 
School

Battle of the Books______
Cafeteria/Recess Friendly  
Presence______
Chaperoning Activities____
DIS PIE____
DI Team Manager_____
Drama Assistant_____
Hearing & Vision Screening____
Lunch Server____
IS Site Base Team____
Project Judges____

Talent Development Assistant____
Winter Activity Day Sign Up Help____
Winter Activity Day Chaperone____
Zero Hour Wednesday____

High School
After School Snack Program _____
Box Tops for Education_____
Cafeteria Friendly Presence _____
Commencement Day Help
(Jr. Parents) ______
DI Team Manager _______
DHS PIE_____
Drama Assistant _______
Friendly Presence _______
Hearing & Vision Screening  
(Gr. 10) _____
HS Site Base Team _____
Motivational Speaker _____
Prom Events Help_______
Red Cross Blood Drive____
Talent Development Assistant______

PIE meeting dates  
for 2019-20

Oct. 14
Nov. 11
Dec. 9
Jan. 13

Feb. 10 
March 9
April 13
May 11

Mondays, 6 p.m.


