
By Darren Schuler
Principal

The month of February 
marks the midpoint of the 
school year. Days are getting 
longer, which means spring 
cannot be too far away!

February also means the 
start of “I Love to Read” month 
at Delano Elementary. This 
year’s theme is “Read for the 
Gold.” This month reminds us 
that seeds for success in the 
classroom are sown at home. 
Encouraging students to read 
at home is one of the most 
powerful ways that parents 
can support student learning. 
Setting aside just 15 minutes 
of reading at home per day can 
make a difference in students’ 

reading fluency. In February 
we welcome the annual PIE 
sponsored author/illustrator 
visit. This year we will feature 

authors Trisha Speed Shaskan 
and Stephen Shaskan. You 
can see their work on their 
websites:  
www.trishaspeedshaskan.com 
and www.stephenshaskan.com.

Students will close the 
month of February by enjoying 
the Reading Carnival on Fri-
day, March 2, in the gymnasi-
um.

We hope you take time to 
enjoy reading with your child 
during this special month dedi-
cated to reading. Here are a few 
ideas to make reading more 
exciting in your home: 

• Find reading material that 
is interesting to your child.

• Read out loud together.
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Dates to  
remember

February 
2..................Tourist dress up day 
5................Wee Tiger Preschool 
        open house, 3:30-6:30 p.m.
6...............Olympic country color 
                dress up day 
12...FRED Night, 5:30-7:15 p.m.
13........................ES PIE, 7 p.m.
13..................District PIE, 7 p.m.
16..Book character dress up day
19......President’s Day, no school 
22-23...................ES play, 7 p.m.
23.................................Gold Day
24..............ES play, 1 and 3 p.m. 
24........Tiger Fun Fair, 12-4 p.m.
28...............End of 2nd Trimester
March
6, 8.......Kindergarten Round-Up,  
               5:30 to 8 p.m.
13........................ES PIE, 7 p.m. 
22......2nd grade music program,                
                      6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
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Find us on 

‘I Love to Read’ Month
Delano Elementary students enjoyed the Read-a-Thon, shown here, in December. 
Many activities are planned for an emphasis on reading during the month of February.

See Schuler
Page 2

At a glance

Darren Schuler
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• Make routines in which reading be-
comes a habit.

• Cut out distractions such as electron-
ics. 

Many of our teachers encourage parents 
to come in to read to their child’s class-
room during this month as well. We hope 
to see you during “I Love to Read” month. 
Happy reading!

Winter Olympics
Every four years DES students and staff 

celebrate the two-week Winter Olympics 
by embracing the spirit of the Olympic 
games. Each classroom is assigned a coun-
try that the teacher and students represent 
in the Olympics Opening Ceremony, 
which will be held at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 9, in the gymnasium.  

Included in the opening ceremony will 
be the parade of countries into the gym-
nasium and the lighting of the Olympic 
torch. This is a once-in-an-elementary-ca-
reer event for our students!

Tiger Fun Fair
I would be remiss if I did not close my 

principal newsletter by calling attention to 
our 13th annual Tiger Fun Fair from noon 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24, at the Tiger 
Activity Center.

 Many of our students and families mark 
their calendars to attend this event! This is 
a volunteer-intensive event, and your help 
is needed to make this a memorable event 
for students and families. Please see the 
Sign Up Genius links in teachers’ newslet-
ters and with the event announcement in 
this newsletter. Have a great month.

Schuler
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February is “I Love to Read” 
month for the Elementary 
School. This year the Language 
Arts Committee is teaming up 
with the Social Studies Com-
mittee and incorporating read-
ing with the Winter Olympics 
in “Read for the Gold.”

There will be many different 
ways to encourage students 
to read more throughout the 
month, including a compe-
tition between the students. 
Team Schuler and Team 
Hinker will go head to head 
to see who can read the most 
minutes during the month.

Elementary staff are hoping 
to break all past reading 
records by having each team 
read more than 350,000 min-
utes. 

Read for the Gold
Students and staff will hold 

their own Winter Olympic 
Opening Ceremonies at 8:30 
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 9. Each 
class will represent a country 
that is participating in the 
Olympics. Throughout the 
month the students will learn 
about their country and follow 
how it performs in the Olym-
pics. School staff will keep 
track of and display the medal 
count throughout the games. 
Look for the display in the bus 
hallway. 

Author visit
Another feature of the 

month will be a visit from au-

thor-illustrators Trisha Speed 
Shaskan and Stephen Shaskan 
on Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 
15-16.

The husband and wife team 
will speak with students with 
a focus on creating comics or 
graphic novels. They will also 
speak about the process of 
writing a picture book, frac-
tured fairy tales/perspective/
point of view, and nonfiction. 
Thanks to PIE for funding this 
event.

The students love to see 
what it takes to be a “real” au-
thor or illustrator. Books will 
be available for purchase that 
Trisha and Stephen will sign.

Dress up days
A few special dress up days 

will help create excitement for 
reading. They include:

• Monday, Jan. 29 – “I Love 
to Read” month kickoff with 
PJ Day and Drop Everything 
and Read (DEAR) time

• Friday, Feb. 2 – Tourist 
Day

• Friday, Feb. 9 – Olympic 
Country Color Day

• Friday, Feb. 16 – Book 
Character Day

• Friday, Feb. 23 – Gold Day
• Friday, March 2 – Reading 

Carnival
The teachers at DES love to 

see all of the excitement for 
reading during the month of 
February. Watch for many oth-
er activities that will happen 
throughout the month. 

Author visit, Olympics and 
more are February highlights

The December Read-a-Thon, shown here, is closely 
followed by ‘I Love to Read’ month in February.

Shaskans 
to speak on 
writing and 
illustrating

Minneapolis authors Ste-
phen Shaskan and Trisha Speed 
Shaskan will visit on Monday 
and Tuesday, Feb. 15-16.

Stephen Shaskan holds a 
BFA in Illustration from Rhode 
Island School of Design. He 
has taught art classes for chil-
dren through the Minnesota 
Museum of American Art, St. 
Paul Academy and Minneap-
olis Public Schools. He works 
in Early Childhood Education, 
and writes and illustrates books 
for children. 

Trisha, author of more 
than 30 books for children, 
has spent 20 years working 
with children and teens as an 
educator, youth worker and 
literacy coach. She has taught 
storytelling or creative writing 
to students from kindergarten 
to graduate school. She cur-
rently teaches writing classes 
to children at The Loft Literary 
Center. 
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By Greg Hinker
Assistant Principal

The month of February 
marks two important celebra-
tions: I Love to Read and Black 
History. It is important that 
children celebrate and learn 
about diversity, and what better 
way to accomplish this than 
through a shared story? 

A well-written story can act 
as a mirror (reflecting a child’s 
own thoughts, feeling and ex-
perience), a window (opening 
new worlds through characters’ 
experiences and responses), 
and door (transporting them 
into adventure, fantasy and 
mystery).

Recommended reading
Below are some recom-

mendations for stories from 
www.familyeducation.com on 
African-Americans overcom-
ing adversity and making their 
mark on the world.

• “Henry’s Freedom Box: A 
True Story from the Under-
ground Railroad” by Ellen 
Levine

This is the incredible story 
of Henry “Box” Brown escap-
ing slavery by shipping himself 
to the north in a wooden crate. 
We learn that, as a boy, Henry 
doesn’t know his age because 
nobody keeps records of slaves’ 
birthdays. 

As an adult working in a 
warehouse, he decides to take 
a major risk and mail himself 
in a box – to a world where he 
can have a “birthday” (his first 
day of freedom).

• “The Other Side” by Jac-
queline Woodson

The fence behind Clover’s 
house marks the town line that 
separates black people from 
white people. Clover’s mother 
warns her that it isn’t safe to 
cross the fence, but Clover 
is curious to meet Anna, the 
white girl who lives on the 
other side. 

The two girls work around 
the rules of segregation and 
form an unlikely friendship by 
sitting together on top of the 
fence.

• “Martin’s Big Words: The 
Life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.” by Doreen Rappaport

The author weaves immortal 
quotes from Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s writings and speeches 
into this award-winning biog-
raphy for kids. The multimedia 
illustrations carry readers from 
King’s youth – when he first 
noticed “Whites Only” signs – 
through his remarkable life as 
a leader of the U.S. Civil Rights 
Movement. 

• “Teammates” by Peter 
Golenbock

This book takes us back to 
1947, when Jackie Robinson 
became the first African-Amer-
ican player in Major League 
Baseball. He was taunted and 
terrorized by baseball fans, 
opposing players and even his 
own teammates on the Brook-
lyn Dodgers. 

Historical photos and wa-
tercolor illustrations transport 
us to the fateful game when 
Pee Wee Reese, the Dodgers 
shortstop, embraced Robinson 
on the field as his teammate in 
front of a heckling crowd.

• “Who Was Rosa Parks?” 
by Yona Zeldis McDonough

Rosa Parks and the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott will always 
have an important legacy in 
Black History. This 112-page 
biography from the kid-friend-
ly “Who Was ...” series shares 
lesser-known facts about the 
black woman who bravely re-
fused to give up her bus seat to 
a white passenger in Alabama 
in 1955.

Recommended reading for February

Greg Hinker

By Paul Downer
Communications Coordinator

Delano Public Schools staff members 
did not hold back during this year’s col-
lection drive for the Delano-Loretto Area 
United Way.

Elementary Principal Darren Schuler 
has headed up the district’s efforts since 
2005, and said this year’s total of $12,540 is 
the highest he has ever seen.

“It’s pretty amazing, the amount of 
support we get from our staff in each of the 
buildings,” said Schuler, who also sits on 
the local United Way chapter’s board. “It’s 
neat that the Delano-Loretto United Way 
has been able to stay local. Many of the 
United Ways cover a pretty large area, but 
ours is really just Delano-Loretto, so the 
money stays local. I think a lot of staff who 
contribute really appreciate that.”

About 93 staff members participated, 
and each year employees in each of the 
district buildings compete to see who can 
raise the most money. The high school has 

been the traditional winner, and was again 
this year as staff raised an all-time building 
high of $6,300.

Organizers in each of the buildings 
included Karen Hohenstein at the high 
school, John Bingea at the middle school, 
Schuler at the elementary and Diane John-

son at Community Ed. The local United 
Way typically puts $30,000 to $40,000 
back into the community each year, so 
the school district’s contributions to the 
organization are vital to help it fulfill its 
mission. 

Stepping up to aid area United Way

From left are Principal Darren Schuler, Karen Hohenstein and John Bingea. 
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By Paul Downer
Communications Coordinator

The business world can be 
an exciting but unforgiving 
place, and fourth-graders 
in the talent development 
program at Delano Elementary 
recently experienced a taste of 
it through their Mall Madness 
unit.

 About 25 students in the 
math-focused section devel-
oped the idea for a business, 
then applied for an artificial 
small business loan and state 
business license, as well as 
space to rent in a “mall” set up 
in the elementary school’s large 
multi-purpose room.

 They also made decisions 
on how much and what kind 
of advertising to purchase 
before creating or acquiring 
their products, naming them 
and ultimately selling them at 
the annual Mall Madness day. 
Through it all the students 
kept their own checkbooks 
and monitored their account 
balances.

 On Mall Madness day 
all the fourth-graders in the 
school, plus some parents and 
staff, passed through the room 
where the products were dis-
played for sale vendor-style. 

 Afterward, the entrepre-
neurs evaluated their decisions 
on advertising, inventory and 
more.

 “It’s about the deci-
sion-making process, what 

really goes into a business,” 
said Gwen Briesemeister, the 
gifted/talented coordinator 
for Delano Public Schools. “It 
helps them understand that it’s 
not all luck. There is thought 
that goes into it. And afterward 
they evaluate their choices and 
why someone else might have 
been more successful than they 
were. They look at the money 
they brought in, the pricing 
of their products – all those 
things are everyday essential 
skills that students in business 
need to have.”

Student experience
The opportunity to make 

business decisions and sell 
their products to real custom-
ers made the learning come 
alive for students.

 “It was cool that we had a 
real business and made real 
money. It wasn’t all just pre-
tend,” said Luke Gilliland, who 
made about 40 sports posters 
and sold all but three.

 One pretend duty involved 
managing a checkbook, but 
Eddie Binsfeld, who made his 
own cribbage boards, said that 

was his favorite part of the unit 
because it made the activity 
seem real.

 During the course of Mall 
Madness day students learned 
the importance of a good 
display, and Binsfeld said the 
taller displays seemed to attract 
the most attention. Sydney 
Pink produced and sold 20 
bookmarks, and said setting 
up was time-consuming but 
worthwhile.

 “It was a fun experience, but 
there was quite a lot of work to 
prepare for it,” she said. 

Binsfeld agreed.
 “It was actually kind of 

stressful because there was real 
money at stake,” he said.

 Successful or not, Christ-
mas ornament merchant 
Hayden Rue said the activ-
ity was still exciting for all 
involved.

 “Even the people that didn’t 
sell a lot still had fun,” he said.

Gilliland was left with a 
lingering appreciation for the 
time business people take to 
pursue success.

 “What we went through, it 
was kind of like what busi-
ness people really deal with,” 
he said. “Now I know what 
salespeople feel like on Black 
Friday.”

Mall Madness and business savvy

The multi-purpose room at Delano Elementary School was packed on Mall Madness 
day in December. Students displayed their products and made sales during the event.

The value of advertising and effective display became 
clear to students as a result of the exercise.

Eddie Binsfeld made his 
own cribbage boards.



5

During mid-January fourth-graders at 
Delano Elementary participated in a food 
drive and fundraiser to benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House. In just four days the 
students raised close to $500 in cash and 
gift card donations, and also brought in 
numerous food items from the Ronald Mc-
Donald House Wish List. 

It was the first year the grade-wide ser-
vice project has supported the charity.

“We chose to do this because so many of 
our staff and students have been personally 
touched by the services provided by the 
Ronald McDonald House,” said fourth-
grade teacher Andy Brown. 

Ronald McDonald Houses provide a 
place for families to stay near a child that 
has been hospitalized for little or no cost, 
and also can provide additional services 
like home-cooked meals.

Brown said each grade level at DES 
chooses a service project during the school 
year to “give back to the community and 
help to instill civic-mindedness, compas-
sion, empathy and commitment to serving 
others” in students.

“The Ronald McDonald House is just a 
wonderful organization that picks every-
day people up when they hit hard times,” 
said Brown. “Most of the families they 
serve are arguably going through one of 

the most difficult times they will ever face 
as their children take on a health problem. 
The Ronald McDonald House allows fami-
lies to stay together, support their children 
and focus on what matters most.”

Brown said the contributions from the 
Delano community will make a significant 

difference as they are put to use for the 
good of others.

“A huge thank you to all the students 
and families who participated,” he said. 
“Your generosity will go directly to helping 
another family take care of their child 
when they need it most!”

Second-graders recent-
ly participated in a special 
reading enrichment unit that 
focused on Cinderella stories 
from around the world. 

“We learned about the 
framework of what makes a 
Cinderella story, and then we 
studied a lot of different kinds 
of stories that don’t necessarily 
have the Cinderella name in it 
but have the components of a 
Cinderella story,” said Gwen 
Briesemeister, the gifted/tal-
ented coordinator for Delano 
Public Schools.

Students were challenged to 
understand the components  
of that type of story, and then 
be able to recognize them in 
different stories that might not 
seem to be related at first.

“The kids did a lot of com-
paring and contrasting to see 
the differences and similarities 

between the traditional Cin-
derella and other characters,” 
said Briesemeister.

She explained that elements 
of a Cinderella story include a 
person who is good and kind 

but who is treated poorly by 
family members. They often are 
aided by some form of magic 
or unlikely friends. Finally,  
they often find themselves in a 
position of authority or favor, 

against all odds, by the end of 
the story.

After studying the frame-
work, students also studied 
different cultural stories and 
created their own story using 
the Cinderella framework. 
They concluded the unit by 
creating a unique shoe that 
their character might wear.

“It’s not particularly com-
plicated, but the kids really 
enjoyed it,” said Briesemeister.

Supporting families in need

Studying Cinderella stories around the world

This group of fourth-graders displays some of the goods brought in during 
a four-day drive in mid-January to support the Ronald McDonald House.

Second-graders learned about the framework of Cinder-
ella stories and created their own.

Part of the project involved 
creating a unique shoe.
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Announcements
Kindergarten Round-Up 

Delano Elementary School invites you to attend Kindergarten 
Round-Up on March 6 or 8 for children entering kindergarten 
in the fall of 2018. Families with last names beginning with A 
through K should attend on Tuesday, March 6, and families with 
last names beginning with L through Z should attend on Thurs-
day, March 8. If you have a conflict on your assigned evening, 
please come on the alternate evening.

Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. and special activities will begin 
at 6:05 p.m. The evening will include an informational meeting for 
parents while children participate in classroom activities and con-
cludes around 8 p.m. Children and parents will have the opportu-
nity to meet the exceptional and caring DES staff, tour the school, 
participate in fun activities, and learn about the all-day every-day 
kindergarten program.  

Tiger Fun Fair
The Tiger Fun Fair runs from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 

24, at the Tiger Activity Center. The fair includes games, inflatable 
jump houses, prizes, concessions, a silent auction, gift card raffle 
and more. In addition, girls age K-4 from the Tigers Dance Camp 
will perform with the dance team. 

Many volunteers are needed for the event. Anyone who 
would like to help can sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0949a5ab29a0f58-2017. Volunteers will receive a voucher 
for the concessions. Wristbands for entry are $10 for school-age 
children and $5 for children under 5. Parents get in free. 

Tiger Kids Club registration
A summer and school year open house for Tiger Kids Club will 

be held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at the Community 
Education building, located at 140 Elm Ave.

Registration opens for current families and new preschool fam-
ilies on that date. Registration for new school-age families opens 
on Tuesday, March 13. Forms will be available onsite, and will also 
be available online at www.delanocommunityed.com.

Free clothing, books available 
Free clothing and books are available to all residents around 

the area from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 8, at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Buffalo, located at 1200 Hwy. 25 S. 

The Blessing Closet will offer many clothing items for kids 
(age 0-18) and their parents with no restrictions, qualifications or 
requirements. In addition, Read To Feed The Mind has partnered 
with The Blessing Closet, donating close to 1,000 children’s books 
that will be given away. Everyone is welcome.

Early childhood screening dates
Community Education offers opportunities for families to do 

their early childhood health and developmental screenings with-
out going to a clinic. Remaining dates for the school year include 
Thursdays and Fridays, Feb. 15-16 and March 15-16.

Screenings are free and are conducted at the Community 
Education building. Call 763.972.6210 ext. 4 between 8 a.m. and 4 
p.m. with questions or to schedule an appointment.

Publishing fun
Delano Elementary School features a special pub-
lishing center run by volunteers that helps students 
create their own books. The December Publishing 
Center Book of the Month author was first-grader 
Halle Stegemann. Watch for more about the publish-
ing center in a future article.

About 130 students in third 
grade and fourth grade will 
square off in the annual Battle 
of the Books competition 
Monday through Wednesday, 
Feb. 5-7, at Delano Elementary 
School.

Before the competition 
students gather their own 
three-person teams, then read 
books from an assigned list 
over a two-month period to 
prepare. 

The Battle of the Books 
contest is set up like a game 
show. A question is asked and 
each team writes its answers on 
a white board and holds them 
up for the judges during a pre-
determined time period. 

Each team earns points for 
correct answers. Students are 
required to remember details 

from their books and be able 
to identify in which book the 
details can be found. 

Benefits of the competition 
are that students may end up 
reading certain genres that they 
may not normally choose on 
their own, and they also learn 
how to collaborate with one 
another to absorb information 
and reach a common goal 
while having fun.

The contest is open to 
students in grades 3-8, with the 
middle school competition tak-
ing place on Thursday, Feb. 15.

The elementary competi-
tion begins with preliminary 
rounds on Monday, continues 
with semifinals on Tuesday and 
concludes with the finals on 
Wednesday.

Teams lining up 
for Battle of the 
Books competition 
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Grocery rewards program  
provides funding for school

Tiger Cub News is published by Delano 
Elementary School. Editor, Paul Downer, 
District Office, 763.972.3365, ext. 2111, 

paul.downer@delanoschools.org

 Delano Elementary School 
678 Tiger Drive Delano, MN 55328

Phone: 763.972.6200
Website: www.delano.k12.mn.us

Support for a school district can come 
in many forms, and a revised Coborn’s 
program has taken effect this year.

Coborn’s has started its new paperless 
MORE School Rewards program, which 
replaces the former Labels for Learning. 
There are three steps to participate.

1. Designate your preferred school 
(DHS, DMS or DES) by logging into 
moreRewards.com or the MORE Rewards 
mobile app. Click the Rewards tab at the 
top of the page; click School Rewards.

2. Shop Coborn’s for the store brands 
(Food Club, Full Circle, Top Care, Paws, 
Tippy Toes and more) to earn points for 
your preferred school.

3. The points your school earns will 
increase its share of a total available pot 
of $150,000 that is distributed among 
participating schools. The more points a 
school earns, the larger its piece of the pie 
will be. See moreRewards.com/school for 
more information.

Actors to portray 
‘Junie B. Jones’

About 50 actors in grades 4-7 will pres-
ent “Junie B. Jones” later this month.

The group, acting under the guidance of 
Barb Roy and 10 high school student di-
rectors, will tell the story of Junie B. Jones, 
who enters first grade and has a number of 
adventures, which she records in her diary.

Roy said she has enjoyed the enthusiasm 
and eagerness of the young actors in re-
hearsals so far. Shows will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday and Friday, Feb. 22-23, and at 
1 and 3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24. 


