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The State of Delano Public School’s Finances

The Delano School Board held a special meeting on The school board also reviewed information related to the
February 22, 2011 to review the financial status of the cost savings of establishing one polling place, Delano
school district and the existing $426 per student operating Middle School, for school district elections that are not
levy. In FY09, the latest year comparative data is avail- held on the same day as a statewide election. The

able, Delano Public Schools spent . , savings amounts to approximately $2,296
$8,204 per student, $2,435 under the anes_Ota = Sta_te average | .o first year and would be greater for
state average of $10,639 and ranked operating levy is $950 per subsequent elections and impacts approxi-
12th out of 15 comparative schools in student. Delano Public mately 864 registered voters in Loretto and
the area. The $426 per student oper- Schools currently has an | 1111 in Independence. This topic will most
ating levy also ranks 12th out of the : likely be under consideration at the March
15 area schools. The state average LR (BT 27 21 school board meeting.

operating levy is $950 per student. $426 per student.
The school board will be announcing public meetings to -Dr. John Sweet, Ed. D.
review the financial information and hear input from school Superintendent

patrons regarding the status of school funding and the
operating levy in particular. Go to http://suptslog.blogspot.
com/ or become a fan on our Facebook page at
www.delano.k12.mn.us to keep apprised of information in

this regard.
. Meet the Staff at
Delar‘;\t’) IIDUb"c S_‘t:hOOIS Delano Public Schools!
. e com_es S Each week, Superintendent Dr. John
First Service DOQ Sweet will be interviewing staff at
our schools, so you can get to know
Maxx Kirley and his service dog Eli were | them and the roles they play in your
welcomed with open arms by the staff and students lives.
students at Delano Elementary School.
Maxx is a 3rd grader with Duchenne Meet Traci Lawman, Communications
muscular dystrophy. Eli assists Maxx in Coordinator for the district, Shallyn
his daily activites which helps him increase | Tordeur, CPP/SWAS Coordinator
his social interactions and builds his confi- | and Nancy Stellrecht, Coordinator of
dence and independence. DHS’s Online Learning Program.
Students at DES were taught about service dogs and what they do for their Log on to Dr. Sweet’s blog at
human partner. Teachers and students talked about how to treat Eli, because http://suptslog.blogspot.com/
he is a “working dog.” lThe studentg were told that just like you shOL_JId never B SRR T Bl B @ T | 2 el
interupt a person who is concentrating on a task, you should never interupt a age at www.delano.k12.mn.us
service dog while it is working. Eli is the first service dog assisting a student at pag - -
Delano Public Schools. We are grateful for the opportunity to work with the ,
Kirley family in helping Maxx achieve the best education and experiences Keep current about what is happen-
possible as he adjusts to his life with Eli at school. Maxx, Eli and the interac- ing in your school district!
tions they display is another way to teach our students about compassion while
socializing with those that have physical disabilities.




DMS Science Olympiad Team Shines at Regionals

Delano Middle School “B” Division
Science Olympiad team took first
place at their regional competition
on Saturday, February 12, at
Minnetonka Middle School East.
This event included 15 teams,
including Minnetonka, Providence
Academy and Kenwood Trail to
name a few, competing in over a
dozen events.

Some of the events required pairs
of students to take tests which
included Fossils, Meterology, and
the Solar System. Other events required students to build
a device ahead of time and see if their device did better
than others based on a set of metrics. These included
Tower Building which required the participant to build the
lightest wood-constructed tower to hold 15kg. Delano’s

Booth, Katie Hemmingway, Juliana
Lillehei, Amanda Keranen,
Kjersten Moen and Ellie Schmidt.
(not pictured, Hunter Glasrud.)

The team will now move on to the
state tournament which will be held
at the University of St. Thomas on
March 12, 2011. In this competition
there are seven additional events
to master. If Delano’s team wins
the state competition, the team will
represent Minnesota at the National
Science Olympiad Competition at
the University of Wisconsin, Madison, in May. Delano

has been to nationals five times, but not for the past four
years. This team would like to renew their dynasty by
representing Delano Public Schools at the nationwide
competition.

tower held 36 grams. Storm the Castle was another event
and Delano’s trebuchet took first place with an accurate
throw of over 10 meters. DMS’s 11 member team pictured
above includes: Chloe Litts, Lars Osmon, Eric Mikkelsen,
Eric Palan, Ryan Wilkinson, Shane Impola, Maureen

Gwen Briesemeister
Delano’s Teacher of the Year

Gwen Briesemeister, Gifted and Talented Coordinator
for Delano Public Schools, believes that all students
should come to school everyday and be challenged.
She has taught in the district for 13 years and has
made her mark in the lives of students in Kindergarten
through 12th grade through academic enrichment and
extension opportunities. Gwen also teaches a video
production class which allows her to embrace her
passion of documentary film making while teaching her
students to explore their creativity through the lens of a
camera.

Gwen received her education degree from Moorhead State University. In addition
to her undergraduate degree, she studied at the University of Olso in Norway

and received two gifted education certificates from Minot State University and the
University of St. Thomas. She then went on to get her master’s in education from
St. Mary’s University. Gwen taught in North Dakota on the Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation, Howard Lake and Rockford before coming to Delano.

As the Gifted and Talented Coordinator in Delano, Gwen coaches the 5th and 6th
grade math master teams, the History Day contest, Battle of the Books for 3rd
through 8th graders, Geography Bee, Continental Math, Midwest Talent Search,
The Growl news show, while providing training and mentoring for teachers work-
ing with gifted students. She is a member of Staff Development, the Middle
School Site Base Committee, Education Minnesota, Minnesota Women in Film
and Televison and the International Documentary Association.

Gwen Briesemeister was selected Delano’s Teacher of the Year by her
colleagues. She is one of 108 teachers from the state of Minnesota who has
become eligible to win the honor of 2011 Minnesota Teacher of the Year, which
will announced on Sunday, May 1, 2011.

Delano’s Own Football Great
Shares His Love of Reading

Nate Triplett and Ben Griep

Nate Triplett, former Delano Tiger, Minnesota
Gopher and currently a middle linebacker
for the Indianapolis Colts, helped kick-off “I

Love to Read” month at Delano Elementary
School. He shared his favorite childhood
books and poems with the students while

stressing to the kids why he believes reading

is so important all throughout life.




Delano Community Education

8th Grade Lock In - Fishin’ School - First Aid

There are a multitude of opportunities for kids and adults through
Delano’s Community Education program. Here are just a few of
what is being offered this spring.

8th Grade Lock-In

The Youth As Resources (YAR) Board is hosting its annual 8th
Grade Community Lock-In at the Tiger Activity Center on Friday,
March 4 starting at 9:30 p.m. in the Old High School gym on
Friday and ending at 6:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 5. All 8th
grade students from Delano Public Schools, Mount Olive, and St.
Peter and Paul are welcome. Students can turn in payment and
permission slip form to the middle school office or at check-in on
Friday, March 4. The fee is $7.00 or $6.00 with a food shelf item.
Checks should be made out to Youth As Resources. Entrance
fee includes beverage, pizza, fruit, inflatable games, dance, open
swim, movies and much more! Additional concessions will be
available for purchase. Adult volunteers are needed. If interest-
ed, please email the volunteer coordinators at volcord@delano.
k12.mn.us or call 763.972.3365, ext. 2333.

Fishin’ School

Anglers of all ages and skill levels are invited to spend an infor-
mative evening with fishing educator, Mike Frisch. You will learn
fish types common to Minnesota lakes, how to find the popular
fish species in the lakes, and hands-on training on how to use
lures to best catch those fish. Handouts, diagrams, fast-action
video footage, and the actual use of rods/reels/lures/sonar/GPS
are all part of this exciting experience. After the lecture, there is

a half-hour question and answer period. Mike Frisch is an
outdoor writer with more the 300 “how to” fishing stories pub-
lished. He is a talented multi-specie fishing guide and walleye
and bass tournament angler. Fishin’ School will take place on
Tuesday, March 15, in the Delano Middle School auditorium from
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Costis $15.00 per adult and $5.00 students 18
years old and under.

First Aid

This is the course you have always told yourself you should take
“‘just in case.” After one evening, you will have the information
and confidence to provide first aid for a wide variety of ailments.
Some topics covered include wound care, shock, burns, muscle
injuries, sudden iliness and much more. This important informa-
tion is presented in a relaxed environment. Upon completion
you will receive the National Safety Council’s First Aid Certificate,
which is good for three years. First Aid will take place on Mon-
day, March 14 from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. in the Tiger Activity Center
classroom. The fee is $39 which includes class materials, a first
aid workbook and a first aid reference book. The registration
deadline for this course is March 9.

Browse through the interactive brochure on the Community Edu-
cation website at www.delanocommunityed.com/. There is some-
thing for everyone. Energize Your Mind, Spark Your Spirit,
Activate Your Body and Build Community!

Project Lead the Way Grows Across District

From Delano Middle to the classrooms at
Delano High School, Project Lead the Way,

a program that prepares students to be the
most innovative and productive leaders in the
areas of Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics is growing. Five units of
Gateway to Technology are being taught at
the middle school level. Magic of Electrons
in 6th grade, Science Technology and En-
ergy & Environment in 7th grade along with |
Design & Modeling and Automation Robotics
in 8th grade. All of these courses are set-up
for a 9 week, 45 minute unit.

In the high school, Introduction to Engineer-
ing Design has been added to the curriculum

in-house residency put on by “The Works.”
The Works is a non-profit community orga-
nization which creates successful, inspiring,
gJ2 hands-on learning experiences for kids. This
program concluded with a Family Engineering
Night where families had the opportunity to
experience ten stations that exposed them to
engineering at several levels.

Mr. Joe Finn, Technology Education teacher
at DMS and the leader in building Project
Lead the Way for Delano Schools expressed,
“It has been a very challenging and exciting
past two years getting PLTW up and running.
| can see students being challenged everyday
and with this challenge comes rewards for all

and next year, Principles of Engineering will
be offered. In 2012, Digital Electronics will be

7th grader Ben Kivisto shows|Of the students at Delano Schools.”
off his wind turbine

offered as a technology class as well. These
classes are semester classes, with each class meeting
90 minutes per day. Any of the above classes fulfill the
technology credit needed to graduate.

For Kindergarten through 4th grade, DES introduced a
program where students had the opportunity to experience
the excitement of engineering during a week-long,

It took more than a few individuals to contrib-
ute to this progam which is vital to the ever growing and
changing technological world we live in. Delano Public
Schools would like to thank each and every one of the
business partners for their support.
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March Events
1 ES Conferences & Book Fair 4-8 pm D@ﬂ&n@ Hﬂgh S@hO@ﬂ '
3 ES Conferences & Book Fair 4-8 pm Th@éﬁlﬁ[@l” D@partmcent '
MS Conferences & Book Fair 4-8 pm ,
Community Education Advisory PT@S@HI&M
Council Meeting 6:30 pm
4 ES Kindergarten Conferences
NO HALF DAY KINDERGARTEN
7 MS Conferences & Book Fair 4-8 pm
8 ES Conferences & Book Fair 4-8 pm
HS Site Base Meeting 7:15 am Come take a look into the world of Dr, Seuss when DHS
9 MS Site Base Meeting 7 am presents Seussical the Musical. The musical’s story is a
14 HS P.I.E. Meeting 7 pm aomaﬂgammﬂ@n of many of Seuss s most famous books
15 ES P.LE. Meeting 7 pm including all of your [avorite characters: Horton the
Gifted & Talented Program Presentation Elephant, hﬁ[ Whos, Yertle the Turtle, Thve Cat in the
DMS Media Center 7 pm at, and of course, the Grinch!
17 Kindergarten Round-Up 6:10-8:30 pm
19 7th & 8th Grade Choir Ensembles Perform
at Three Crows to Benefit Cancer Research Thursday, April 14 7:00 p.m.
2:30-5:00 pm Friday, April 1 7:00 p.m.
21 School Board Meeting 7 pm Saturday, Aprﬁ] 16 1:00 p-m.
DMS Media Center
22 Kindergarten Round-Up 6:10-8:30 pm
28-April 1 Spring Break - NO SCHOOL Delano Middle School Auditorium
Tickets are available at the door,
For the most up-to-date athletic schedules, log on to Come join 1 the mn’ e“J@lY [th@ mpSﬂ‘C an@] support
the cast and crew as they sing their
www.wcconference.org. Game ghanges and updates way 1h1r“©ugh Dr. Seuss’s amazﬁng stories!
are posted daily.




