The counseling department has developed a timeline for college planning. All college-bound students and their parents can refer to this outline as an overview of the college planning process. Specific questions or concerns may arise with individual students. These students should consult with their counselor or the college of their choice.

College Planning Guide for Grades 11 and 12

From the DHS Counseling Department and the Career Center


Fall: 

-Begin research on colleges and universities through print 



-Talk with college representatives in the Career Center

-Begin college search and virtual tours on college websites (visit the   Career Center for website suggestions; contact Mrs. Farbo- ext. 2237 for the Minnesota Careers Information Systems required passwords

-Attend the National College Fair in Minneapolis (This fair is held in late September to early October; visit www.nacacnet.org for more information

Oct.-Dec.:
-Register for PSAT (Optional), used as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifier 


-Begin campus tours especially during the Minnesota Education Assn. Weekend 


-Investigate scholarship opportunities and identify deadlines to avoid missing the opportunity as a senior. Some scholarships- especially essay contest- are open to underclassmen. 

Jan.-March:
-Register for the ACT (plus writing), www.actstudent.org   or SAT, www.collegebound.com (registration materials available in the Career Center or with Mrs. Farbo.

Summer:
-Continue to investigate colleges through searches, websites, campus tours, and print material, with parents, friends, relatives, and Delano staff.


Fall:
-Make final campus visits; speak with admissions counselors and/or department heads on campus


-Finalize tour list of college choices


-Retake ACT/SAT by December at the latest if necessary


-Gather college applications (may be on-line or in the Career Center)


-Search for scholarship information

Nov.-Jan.:
-Understand the college application process (information in the Delano counseling office and the on-line DHS homepage


-Complete college applications (U of M deadline is December 15th)


-Many colleges have early decision requirements


-Complete financial aid forms (FAFSA and CSS Profile, if required by the college; some colleges have their own forms too)

Feb.-April:
-Make final admissions decisions 


-Complete reciprocity forms. They can be found on the college websites. MN has reciprocity with ND, WI, SD state universities and some colleges in Iowa.

-Review timelines for any deposits or deadlines at chosen college

May-June:
-Complete and submit final transcript request form 
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