Cinematic Analysis
Syllabus

Delano High School
     Mr. Luke
Room 143 rluke@delano.k12.mn.us
(763) 972-3365 ext. 2001
Course Description

This combination of seminar and screening allows students to learn the techniques and terminology of Cinematic Analysis. We will focus on popular films with high school students, which span genres including romantic comedies, action movies, westerns, horror films, westerns, compelling dramas, and coming of age movies. The course will cover techniques such as narrative analysis, film-making, and performance studies. Students will select a popular film and complete a written analysis in a sequential packet of the storyline, setting, technical properties, character motivations, symbolism, and relating aspects of the film to the student’s own life. There will be a final test on terms.
Major tests and assignments will be posted on the student calendar in advance.

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. Summarize and explain the significance of a film, the difference between story and plot, and form and content.
2. Identify and describe a basic conceptual vocabulary of film analysis (see list below).

3. Critique a film including the storyline, setting, technical properties.
Classroom Expectations:
Respect yourself, other students, school property, and the instructor.

Listen when others are speaking; discussion and analysis are critical to the classroom.

Express yourself without vulgar language or “put downs.”

Complete homework by the deadline. Late work receives 50% credit. 

Food and beverages are allowed in the classroom, but not out by the computers.
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Cinematic Analysis Terminology
: 

The Conceptual Vocabulary of Film




1. grand gesture 

2. Science fiction

3. Detective

4. Romantic comedy

5. Historical drama
6. Animated film

7. Coming-of-Age Drama

8. Historical drama
9. Thriller
10. Academy Awards

11. release date
12. three criteria for a masterpiece in film

13. Aspect Ratio  

14. Asynchronous Sound 

15. Backlight 

16. Continuity Issues 

17. Diegetic Sound 

18. Director 

19. Dutch Angle Shot 

20. Fill Light 

21. Flashback 

22. Genre 

23. Hub 

24. Key Light 

25. Nondiegetic Sound 

26. Offscreen Sound 

27. Pan Shot 

28. Parallel Editing 

29. Satellite 

30. Sound Track 

31. Special Effects 

32. Story Board 

33. Three Point System 

34. Verisimilitude 

35. Zoom-in 

36. Producer 

Cell phones and electronic devises with headphones should not be used in the classroom.

GRADING CRITERIA

Grading Policy:

Work completed within 5 school days of the due date of the assignment will earn a maximum of 75% of the total points of the assignment.  Work completed after 5 days will be earn a maximum of 50% of the total points of the assignment. 

            Grading Scale: 
A   = 95                           C- = 70

A- = 90                            D+ = 68

B+ = 87                           D   = 63

B   = 83                           D- = 60

B- = 80                            F    = 59

C+ = 78

C   = 73

LIBRARY RESOURCES
Delano Media Center:  http://www.delano.k12.mn.us/sitepages/pid187.php

The Purdue Online Writing Center: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
“INSIDER” INFORMATION – GUIDELINES (tidbits about you and your expectations)

Cinematic Analysis Movie Permission

Throughout this quarter, several films will be shown in Cinematic Analysis.  These films will be chosen thoughtfully and carefully by teachers and students, and are shown to augment the curriculum.  Several of these films may be R rated because of violence, language or brief nudity.  (Examples of possible R rated movies include: The Godfather parts 1 and 2, The Gladiator, The Breakfast Club, 310 to Yuma, Stand By Me, The Shawshank Redemption, and Unforgiven. 

In order to view R-rated films your child will need to return the permission slip below checked at the “Yes” line and signed by a parent/guardian.

Students who do not return the slip properly signed will not be allowed to view the film.

Students who do not view the film will receive no academic penalty.  They will go to the library on the date(s) the film is shown, using a library pass from the teacher.  He or she will need to come to the classroom on those days, and may go directly to the library.

____Yes, I grant permission for my child________________________________to view R-rated films.
_____No, I do not wish for my child to view R-rated films.

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________________________________

AGREEMENT SIGNED BY PARENT/GUARDIAN

To Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s) and Student:
Please sign and return this page:

I read, understand, and agree to abide by the expectations set forth in the Delano High School Cinematic Analysis syllabus.

(Print Student’s Name)






(Date)

_________________________________



_______________

(Student’s Signature)







(Date)

_____________________________




_______________

(Print Parent/Guardian’s Name)





(Date)



_____________________________




_______________

(Parent/Guardian’s Signature)                                                                        (Date)

______________________________                                                 _______________
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